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SUBJECT: QADHAFI EXPLAINS LIBYA’S INTELLIGENCE BUDGET TO 
NATIONAL CONGRESS 

1 . IN AN EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT OP PRANKNESS, EVEN POR HIM, 
QADHAPI EXPLAINED TO A TELEVISED SESSION OP THE NATIONAL 
CONGRESS JANUARY 6 THAT WHAT WAS MEANT BY THE HEADING 
"SPECIAL EXPENSES" IN THE 1975 ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET 
WAS THE BUDGET POR GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. ABOUT TEN 
MILLION DOT LARS HAD BEEN SPENT ON GENERAL INTELLIGENCE 
DURING 1975, HE SAID, AND IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN TEN TIMES 
AS MUCH. QADHAPI CALLED ON THE HEAD OP THE ACCOUNTING 
OPFICE TO SAY WHETHER THIS SPENDING HAD BEEN PROPERLY AUDITED: 
"DON'T BE EMBARRASSED, DID YOU ACCOUNT POR IT OR NOT?" 

THE ANSWER, OF COURSE, WAS YES. QADHAPI SAID THAT 
GENERALL INTELLIGENCE OPPICIALS WERE ALWAYS COMPLAINING 
ABOUT THE REQUIREMENT THAT THEY GET RECEIPTS POR MONEY PAID 
TO THEIR AGENTS, AND HE TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN 
THE WORKINGS OP INTELLIGENCE TO THE CONGRESS. A LIBYAN 
AGENT IN ISRAEL, POR EXAMPLE, MIGHT GET $340 DOT LARS 
A MONTH TO PROVIDE REPORTS, AND IT WAS OPTEN TROUBLESOME 
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DUTIES OF GENERAL INTELLIGENCE WERE TO KEEP UP 
SURVEILLANCE OF FOREIGN EMBASSIES IN LIBYA, TO IN- 
FILTRATE THEIR INTELLIGENCE NETWORKS, TO SPY ON 
ISRAEL, AND TO SET UP LIBYAN INTELLIGENCE NETWORKS ABROAD. 
EVERY COUNTRY DID THIS. MANY OF THE FOREIGNERS IN LIBYA 
WERE AGENTS FOR THE INTELLIGENCE SERVICES OF THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS, AND PROVIDED REPORTS ON THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION, IN RETURN FOR MONEY, NATURALLY. LOOK AT 
THE U.S., FOR EXAMPLE, WHICH SPENT HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS 
ON INTELLIGENCE, AND STARTED WARS ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

IF YOU WANT, QADHAFI TOLD THE DELEGATES, YOU CAN ABOLISH 
THE GENERAL INTELLIGENCE AND CARRY OUT SURVEILLANCE OF 
FOREIGN EMBASSIES AND THE REST YOURSELVES, BUT REALLY 
WE SHOULD BE SPENDING MUCH MORE. THE BUDGET FOR MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE WAS ABOUT 3.4 MILLION DOLLARS, IN CASE 
ANYONE WAS INTERESTED. QADHAFI WAS REVEALING ALL THIS 
BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT ANYONE TO COME AND MAKE FUN 
OF THE LIBYAN PEOPLE AND SAY THAT THIS MONEY WAS WASTED OR 
MISSPENT. IT COULD ALL BE ACCOUNTED FOR. 

2. COMMENT: QADHAFI'S OUTBURST REVEALED MORE THAN THE 
BUDGET FOR INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATIONS (WHICH MAY OR 
MAY NOT BE THE WHOLE SUM SPENT). IT DEMONSTRATES HIS 
FIXATION WITH INTELLIGENCE, AND PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
HIS CONCERN OVER CHARGES THAT LIBYAN INTELLIGENCE HAS BEEN 
POURING MONEY DOWN THE DRAIN OR INTO PRIVATE 
POCKETS. EXILED RCC MEMBER MUHAYSHI WAS PROBABLY VERY 
MUCH IN HIS MIND. 
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